Proposal Brief

Mid-term Review of the

 Indigenous Human Rights Network Australia (IHRNA) 

1 Statement of Purpose

The Indigenous Human Rights Network Australia (IHRNA) is seeking the services of a consultant to undertake a mid-term review of our network. 
2 Background Information

The Indigenous Human Rights Network of Australia (IHRNA) is a joint initiative of the Australian Human Rights Commission (AHRC), Oxfam Australia and the Diplomacy Training Program of UNSW (DTP). The key aims of IHRNA include:

· access to information for indigenous participation and engagement in human rights issues;
· dissemination of information between agencies working with human rights issues, including calendars of key events, relevant international news and contacts.

· providing mutual support for human rights workers;
· facilitating access to expert advice;
· facilitating the sharing of best practice solutions;
· promoting alliance building opportunities through which affirmative action can be taken to address human rights issues;

· offering opportunities for personal and professional growth in the field of Indigenous human rights.
Some of the proposed key activities of IHRNA undertaken to achieve the aims include:
· facilitating the establishment of the Indigenous Human Rights Network of Australia; 

· establishing partnerships with key Indigenous organisations and individuals, NGO’s, universities and the corporate sector;
· developing an individually based membership with support from organisations; 

· develop a database of members with the capacity for members to update their personal details online;
· work closely with human rights organisation to engage Network members with international human rights mechanisms;
· encourage volunteers to become involved and contribute to the functioning of the Network;
· provide Network members with information on developments affecting local, national and international human rights issue as they may relate to or impact on Indigenous Australians’ human rights;
· facilitate regional forums on human rights issues, potentially leading to a national conference every three years, with the purpose of informing governments on human rights issues and setting priorities for the Network's work;
· facilitate: 

· discussions amongst Network members prior to international meetings;
· research into upcoming international meetings across all UN agencies which may be of relevance to Network members;
· network members’ contributions to shadow reports around the United Nations treaty body processes;
· inform Indigenous non-government organisations (NGOs) and Network members of treaty body shadow reporting times and decisions at the International level as well as reporting back to them about international meetings;
· report to Network members of UN decisions as they may relate to or impact upon Indigenous Australian human rights.

Members of the network include individuals from peak bodies, and state and locally based organisations focused on inter alia health, justice, caring for country (environmental management), children’s rights, housing and education. 

3 Scope of Work
Please see attached documentation for the Terms of Reference for the mid-term review. 

4 Term of Contract

A Standard Australian Human Rights Commission contract will be issued.

5 Requirements for Proposal Preparation

Proposals should provide:

· An outline of how the review will be undertaken

· Time-frame of proposed activities (where they may differ from the deliverables listed above)

· An itemised budget estimate for each deliverable.

· Contact details for the main contact

· Submissions must be made via email to the contact listed below

6 Process Schedule

	Wednesday 27 July 2011
	Final date for proposal submission

	Wednesday 3 August 2011
	Choice of consultant finalised

Letter of intent sent out with contract to the chosen expert 

	Wednesday 10 August 2011
	Commence Contract


7 Deliverables
	Interim report
	14 September 2011

	Full report
	14 October 2011


8 Contacts

Kirsten Gray


Indigenous Human Rights Network of Australia (IHRNA) Coordinator
Social Justice Unit
 Australian Human Rights Commission 
(new name for the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission) 
 Level 8 Piccadilly Tower, 133 Castlereagh St, Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001
T +61 2 9284 9814 (direct)  F +61 2 9284 9611 
E Kirsten.Gray@humanrights.gov.au W www.humanrights.gov.au/social_justice/ 
W www.ihrna.info
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